
Location 
Determine a location, date, the number of guests to 
invite, and a shoebox collection goal.

Resources 
You’ll find videos, photos, impact stories about shoebox 
recipients, downloadable coloring pages, local drop-off 
sites, and other resources at SamaritansPurse.ca/OCC.

Gather Supplies 

Gifts: Ask guests to bring appropriate items to fill shoe-
box gifts as well as the $7 donation for each box.  

Empty boxes: Ask guests to bring empty shoeboxes, ask 
local shoe stores for empty boxes, or order Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes at SamaritansPurse.ca. 

Photos/Letters: Ask guests to bring photos of them-
selves, or plan to take personal photos at the party. 
Include them, along with a personal note, in each of the 
gift-filled shoeboxes.

Gather Snacks and Get Creative 
Try international foods from countries where shoeboxes 
are delivered. Show the “How to Pack a Shoebox - The 
New Kid” video from the DVD, or an impact story. 

Prepare Boxes 
Set up party stations for wrapping boxes (wrap the lids 
separately), filling boxes with gift items, and writing 
letters. Pack each box with at least one special toy such 
as a doll or car, as well as a variety of school supplies and 
hygiene items. Boxes should be at least two-thirds full.

Include $7 Donation 
Remind all attendees to bring a $7 donation for each 
shoebox packed to help cover all related project 
costs. Donations can be made online or by cheque 

payable to Samaritan’s Purse.  

Host Your Own  
Packing Party

Share God’s love with children in need, and with your community, by hosting an Operation Christmas Child shoebox 

packing party. The materials in this kit will help you get your family, friends, and neighbors excited about packing 

shoeboxes and sharing the Gospel with children around the world.
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Toys and other gifts: such as dolls, soccer balls 
(with needle and pump), stuffed animals, socks, 
hair clips, cars, musical instruments, puzzles, 
jump ropes, etc. 

School supplies: such as pencils, pens, crayons, 
pencil crayons, notebooks, coloring books, etc. 

Non-liquid hygiene items: such as toothbrushes, 
bar soap, washcloths, combs, etc. 

Personal note and photo (not inside the donation 
envelope)

Gift Suggestions

Do Not Include
Food or candy

Toothpaste

Used Items

Breakable Items (glass, mirrors, etc.)

Decks of standard playing cards

Items that could leak, melt, or freeze (shampoo, 
creams, lip balm, etc.)

Items that can scare or harm a child  
(war-related toys, knives, toy guns, etc.)

 Great Ideas
to raise per shoebox

Show the “Fueling the Journey of a Shoebox” 
animated video. This can be found on the Operation 
Christmas Child promotional DVD or the Samaritan’s 
Purse Canada website at SamaritansPurse.ca/OCC.

Set up an empty shoebox. Guests can drop off 
financial donations to cover costs.

Encourage guests to donate on their smartphones 
at Packabox.ca/donate.

Get your church involved. If your church is hosting 
the packing party, ask if missions outreach funding 
might help cover the cost of donations. Each 
shoebox represents an opportunity to share the 
Gospel with a child.

Ask a local business to match each shoebox packed 
at your event with $7. Charitable receipts are issued 
for donations over $15.

Ask a local service club or school parent committee 
to sponsor your school’s shoeboxes.

Hold a fundraising event like a bottle drive, garage 
sale, walk-a-thon, or other fundraising event.
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HOW TO PACK YOUR SHOEBOX
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